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March 20, 2023 
 
Dear Centenary Family, 

The Discernment Team continues to meet weekly and is asking God to reveal a way 
forward for Centenary Church.  The turmoil surrounding the UMC is weighing heavily on 
our members and is affecting our unity as a congregation.  Our team has been tasked with 
making a recommendation to the Administrative Council on Monday, March 27, as to 
whether we should remain UMC, disaffiliate or some other option that God may reveal to 
us.  The Administrative Council will then decide if they want to accept the recommendation. 

The Discernment Team has been working on a new concept that we feel may bring our 
church to a more agreeable outcome, although far from perfect and not without loss.  We 
are seeking an option that doesn’t require a churchwide disaffiliation vote where one side 
“wins” and one side “loses”.  The reality is that no one wins with the disaffiliation vote.  
Regardless of the outcome, many Centenary members will feel disenfranchised. This new 
concept would be a “Memorandum of Understanding” (MOU) to be voted on instead of a 
vote on disaffiliation.  It would be an amicable agreement that would require give and take 
from everyone in order to create understanding, healing and a positive path forward.  
Specific details would need to be negotiated so we suggest advocacy teams, for both 
perspectives, be developed to work with Ad Council, Pastor Jennifer and the District 
Superintendent.   

Although rough at this point, below is the general framework being considered for the 
“Memorandum of Understanding”: 

• Centenary will separate from the UMC and become an independent congregation 
remaining in the current facility and retaining the property.   

• Book of Discipline Paragraph 2549 will be used instead of paragraph 2553 (the 
same financial obligations apply to both). 

• Pastor Jennifer will remain pastor at Centenary until an official separation occurs 
(date to be decided in the MOU). 

• A new United Methodist Church will be planted in Cape Girardeau by the conference 
with the leadership of Pastor Jennifer. 

• Both churches will support and bless one another realizing that our goal as the 
Church is to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• Financial considerations will be negotiated. 
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• Clear transition of lay leadership will be established for both churches during the 
transition. 

• Administrative Council, advocacy groups representing both perspectives, Pastor 
Jennifer and the District Superintendent will be responsible for working out the 
details of the “Memorandum of Understanding” for the Conference trustees to 
consider and rule upon. 

We currently have a church conference with the District Superintendent scheduled for 
Sunday, April 23 at 3:00pm for a churchwide vote of some kind (disaffiliation or MOU 
Concept). If the MOU concept is approved by Administrative Council, open forums for 
discussion will be made available to our congregation before the April 23rd vote date.   If 
the MOU is the document to be voted on, and the church does not pass, we would remain a 
United Methodist Church unless a separate consideration was made at a separate date. 

Please continue to be in prayer for our church in the days and weeks to come.  We are in 
uncharted waters trying to navigate the rapids. Our ability to love one another, despite our 
differences of opinions, will be a testament to those inside and outside our church. 

To see previous discernment team updates or to ask a question you can go to our website 
www.centenarynow.org and click on the discernment tab.  
 
In Christ’s Love, 
 

Gary Brookover 
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